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Background:  Persons injured in automobile accident and family of deceased person 
brought actions against Caltrans....Superior Court granted summary judgment for 
Caltrans.  Plaintiffs appealed 

 
...Hernandez’s  expert, former Caltrans Traffic Engineer Robert Douglas, opined 
that “Caltrans initially installed embankment guardrail at the 600-foot top-of-offramp 
location under Section 8-604.2 of its applicable 1966 Traffic Manual because of 
perceived high ‘run-off-the-road probability.’  However, such high ‘run-off-the-road 
probability’ was even higher at the location of Plaintiff’s accident.”  Accordingly, 
according to Douglas “Caltrans’ own applicable embankment guardrail guidelines 
specifically called for guardrail to be installed at the subject offramp accident location 
because the slope and embankment heights there fell well above the ‘Guardrail Need 
Determination’ curve [in the guidelines], and since there was a perceived high run-off-
the-road probability at the top 600 feet of the offramp (where other embankment 
guardrail was installed), the probability was even substantially higher at the Plaintiff’s 
offramp accident location.  Caltrans’ failure to have installed guardrail on the portion of 
the offramp embankment where Plaintiffs’ accident in this case occurred, in my opinion, 
was in violation of Caltrans own 1966 Traffic Manual’s embankment guardrail 
guidelines, specifically Section 8-604.2.”... 

 
DISPOSITION 

 
The judgement is reversed.  The matter is remanded to the trial court for further 
proceedings not inconsistent with this opinion.  Hernandez is to recover her costs on 
appeal. 
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